AP® United States History
Syllabus

Mr. Hunter

E-mail:  aaron.hunter@anoka.k12.mn.us  
Voicemail:  (763) 506-7089
Course Description (as stated by http://apcentral.collegeboard.com)
The AP program in United States History is designed to provide students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in United States History.  The program prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by full year introductory college courses.  Students should learn to assess historical materials- their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability, and their importance- and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship.  An AP United States History course should thus develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in an essay format.
Course Objectives 
Students will:
· examine and develop an understanding of the themes related to the key events, concepts, and people in the historical development of the United States

· demonstrate an understanding of historical chronology

· use historical data to support an argument or position

· differentiate between schools of thought in United States history
· interpret and apply information from primary and secondary sources
· effectively use analytical skills of evaluation, cause and effect, and compare and contrast

· work effectively with others to produce products and solve problems

· develop the necessary written and verbal skills to demonstrate knowledge of United States history with college level introductory course expectations

· prepare for the AP United States History Exam
Course Content (Unit content may vary slightly)
Unit I






Unit III
The First Americans




Launching of the New Republic

Cahokia/Anasazi





Bill of Rights

European Exploration




National Bank

Spread of Slavery





Emergence of Political Parties

Colonial Settlement




Alien/Sedition Acts

Colonial Society





Jeffersonian Era

Mercantilism





War of 1812

European Native American Conflict


Missouri Compromise

The Great Awakening




Monroe Doctrine

Unit II






Unit IV
French and Indian War 




Westward Expansion
British Acts





Indian Removal

Colonial Resistance




Emergence of Industry
Continental Congress




Transportation Revolution

Declaration of Independence



Agricultural Advancement
Revolutionary War




Jacksonian Era

Articles of Confederation




The Second Great Awakening

Constitution





Reform Movements

Unit V






Unit XI
King Cotton





World War II 
Southern Slavery





Good Neighbor Policy

Plantation System




Isolation Policy to Pearl Harbor 
African-American Culture




World War II Home front 
Immigration- German, Irish



Japanese-American Internment

Nativism 





Holocaust

Manifest Destiny





A-Bombs

Mexican-American War




Post War Conference

California Gold Rush

Unit VI






Unit XII
Compromise of 1850




Post World War II Boom/G.I. Bill
Kansas-Nebraska Act




Cold War/Containment
Sectionalism





Korean War

Lincoln/Douglas Debates




Red Scare/McCarthyism

Southern Succession




Growth of Suburbs/Conformity

Civil War





Transportation/Franchising

Emancipation Proclamation



Rock & Roll/T.V.








Civil Rights

Unit VII
Reconstruction





Unit XIII
Changes for Black Americans



JFK/Assassination
Settling the West





Bay of Pigs/Cuban Missile Crisis

U.S./Native American Conflict



LBJ/Warren Court

Transcontinental Railroad




Civil Rights
Homesteading





Women's Liberation Movement








Vietnam War

Unit VIII





Vietnam War Protests

Industrialization





Hippies/Counter Culture

Labor Unrest





Nixon/Détente

Labor Unions





Watergate Scandal

Immigration

Urbanization





Unit XIV
Cult of Domesticity




Environmental Activism

Political Machines




Women's Movement








Energy Crisis

Unit IX






Middle Eastern Conflicts

The Gilded Age





Reagan/Conservatism

The Grange Movement




Cold War Tensions

Populism





Economic Trends/Recession

Expansion/Imperialism




End of Cold War

Spanish-American War




Persian Gulf War

Progressive Era





Clinton/90's

World War I





Balkan Conflicts

Post World War I Dilemmas



Globalization








Technological Revolution

Unit X






9/11 and Terrorism

Roaring 20's/Jazz Age

Mass Consumer Society

Women's Roles

Immigration/Racial Intolerance

Cultural/Entertainment Boom/Prohibition
Stock Market Crash/Great Depression

FDR/New Deal

Organization of Labor

Conflict/War in Europe
AP United States History Essential Learner Outcomes (Unit content may vary slightly)
Unit I- Native Peoples of America and the Rise of Colonial America
· Understand the various Early American Civilizations that flourished long before the arrival of Europeans.

· Examine the factors and motivations that led to European colonization in the Americas.

· Compare and contrast the different European settlements in the New World.

· Identify and describe the first permanent English settlements in America.

· Analyze the social, economic, and religious factors that characterized the early English colonies.

· Understand the positive and negative impacts of European and Native American interaction along the Atlantic seaboard.

· Analyze the institution of slavery and how it evolved in America.

· Examine British foreign policies such as mercantilism and analyze how they affected colonial life and development.

· Understand the significant social movements in the colonial period including enlightenment and the Great Awakening.

Unit II- Road to Revolution, Revolutionary War, and the Confederation & Constitution
· Analyze the effects of the French and Indian War on the American colonies.

· Understand the ideological, political, and economic causes of the American Revolution.

· Describe colonial society on the eve of the revolution.

· Analyze the multiple forms of resistance to British policies taken by the colonies.

· Examine the significant written documents of the period such as Common Sense and the Declaration of Independence.

· Identify and explain key events leading up to the war, battles during the war, and the reasons behind the American victory.

· Assess the effectiveness the Articles of Confederation and explain the factors that led to its failure.

· Explain the philosophies, plans, and compromises that led to the development and ratification of the U.S. Constitution.

Unit III- The Launching of the New Republic- Washington through Monroe Presidencies
· Identify and explain the Bill of Rights in the U.S. Constitution

· Assess the presidencies of Washington, Adams, Jefferson, Madison, and Monroe.

· Describe the beliefs of the two major political parties that emerged during this time period and identify their prominent leaders.

· Analyze the impact of the economic and political policies of Alexander Hamilton and the Federalists.

· Understand why the Election of 1800 was such a significant event in United States history and how it still applies to today.

· Assess the social, economic, political, geographical, and scientific impact of the Louisiana Purchase and the expedition of Lewis and Clark on the United States in the early 1800s.

· Understand the reasons why the United States went to War with England in 1812.

· Explain the political and social impact of the War of 1812 on American society.

· Explain the reasons behind the ratification of the Missouri Compromise in 1820 and its impact on American society.

· Analyze the rationale behind the Monroe Doctrine and how it affected U.S. foreign relations.

Unit IV- Westward Expansion, Industrial Beginnings, Jacksonian Democracy, Reform Era
· Understand the factors leading to the development of the western territories.

· Explain the impact of western settlement on Native American culture and society.

· Analyze the impact of railroads on the development of the western territories

· Explain the U.S. Government’s rationale behind the Indian Removal Act and assess its impact on the Cherokee.

· Understand the factors that led to the beginning of industrialization in the U.S.

· Understand the factors that led to immigration to the U.S. during this time period.

· Describe the significant technological developments in agriculture and transportation and explain their impacts on society.

· Describe Jacksonian Democracy and explain the ideological cornerstones of the Jackson administration.

· Identify and explain the major reform movements that were established during this time period.
Unit V- Slavery, Settlement of the West, Mexican-American War
· Describe the hardships of plantation life on slaves in the south.

· Describe the unique slave culture that existed on the southern plantations.

· Assess the Southern rationale for the institution of slavery and its economic impact on the South.

· Understand the factors leading to the development of the western territories.

· Explain the impact of western settlement on Native American culture and society.

· Describe the journey and hardships of western settlers on the overland trails.

· Analyze the philosophy of Manifest Destiny and relate it to the start of the Mexican-American War.

· Assess the military, political, and geographical outcomes of the Mexican-American War.

Unit VI- Sectionalism through the Civil War
· Understand the major issues that led to sectionalism in the U.S. during the mid 1800s.

· Explain the series of political measures and compromises that attempted to keep the nation together during this time period.
· Describe the political platform of the Abraham Lincoln and the Republican Party.

· Identify and explain the series of events that led to the secession of the South.

· Assess the strengths and weaknesses of the Union and the Confederacy at the onset of the Civil War.

· Identify and describe the significant battles and leaders of the Civil War.

· Analyze the roles of women and minorities during the Civil War.

· Analyze the factors that would lead to a Union victory in the Civil War.

· Assess the impact of the Civil War on American society.
Unit VII- Reconstruction, Conflict with Natives, Western Settlement
· Compare and contrast the Reconstruction plans of Congress and Presidents Lincoln and Johnson.

· Assess the successes and failures of reconstruction in the post Civil War era.

· Explain the impact of western settlement on Native American culture and society.

· Describe the policy of assimilation of Native Americans and explain how it would lead to violence
· Explain the rationale behind the reservation system and the Native American reaction to it.

· Analyze the impact of railroads on the development of the western states and territories.

· Describe the difficulties faced by Americans that settled on western homesteads.

Unit VIII- Industrialization and Immigration
· Understand the factors that led to the industrialization on the U.S.

· Describe the significant advancements in rural and urban technology during the industrial revolution.

· Identify the important industrial leaders and match them to the industries they dominated.

· Analyze the business techniques used by industrial tycoons to obtain their massive wealth and the impact that they had on the public
· Describe the various labor protests and strikes that occurred during the industrial revolution and explain their impact on society
· Understand the factors that led to immigration to the U.S. during this time period.

· Describe the hardships of the typical immigrant family in the U.S.

· Analyze the impact of immigration in relation to political machines and increased Nativism.

Unit IX- Gilded Age, Spanish-American War/Imperialism, Progressive Era, World War I
· Describe the political climate of the Gilded Age.

· Explain the goals of the Populists and the Grange Movement.

· Explain the series of events that led to the start of the Spanish-American War.

· Analyze the significance of the Spanish-American War in relation to American imperialism.

· Explain the origins and goals of the Progressive Movement.

· Identify the significant leaders in the Progressive Era and explain their contributions to the movement.

· Describe the political, social, and economic Progressive reforms that impacted society.

· Assess the effectiveness of the Progressives in bringing about positive reform to society.

· Describe the significant long and short term causes of World War I in Europe.

· Explain the series of events that led to U.S. involvement in World War I.

· Explain how the new weaponry and the mechanization of war would change the nature of war forever.

· Evaluate the U.S. contributions to the Allied victory in World War I.

· Analyze the Treaty of Versailles and understand how it would lead to future problems in Europe.

Unit X- Roaring 20s and the Great Depression
· Explain how prohibition and the general disregard surrounding it affected society during the 1920s.

· Identify the new social and cultural advancements of the 1920s and explain how they added to the excitement of the era.

· Describe the political philosophies of the presidential administrations of the 1920s.

· Explain how the birth of advertising and credit contributed to the mass consumerism of the 1920s.

· Describe the impact of spectator sports and jazz music on society during the 1920s.

· Understand the negative treatment and discrimination towards immigrants and minorities during the 1920s.

· Analyze how laissez-faire style governing contributed to the problems at the end of the decade.

· Explain the long and short term causes of the Great Depression and the effects they had on society.

· Describe the problems faced by the American people in both rural and urban areas during the Great Depression.

· Assess the Hoover administration’s attempt to resolve the economic hardships facing the U.S. during the Great Depression.

· Identify and describe the major programs of FDR’s first and second New Deal.

· Assess the effectiveness of the New Deal in bringing relief to the American economy and its people.
Unit XI- World War II
· Explain how Adolf Hitler was able to come to power in Germany during the 1930s.

· Explain the series of events that led to the start of World War II in Europe.

· Examine the changing U.S. foreign policy during the years from Hitler’s rise to power to the attack on Pearl Harbor.

· Describe how the U.S. would mobilize for World War II and continue to maintain a strong war effort at home during the war.

· Identify and explain the significance of the major European and Pacific battles of World War II.

· Identify the key military and political leaders of the various nations involved in World War II.

· Describe the contributions of women and minorities at home and abroad during World War II.

· Examine the Holocaust and understand its impact on the Jewish population and other victims of Hitler’s war crimes in Europe.

· Analyze World War II propaganda posters and understand how the U.S. government utilized them to influence public opinion.

· Assess the U.S. government’s decision to intern Japanese-Americans along the west coast during World War II.

· Analyze President Truman’s decision to drop atomic bombs on Japan to bring an end to World War II.

Unit XII- Cold War, Korean War, 50s Culture, Civil Rights
· Understand the fundamental political and economic issues that led to the start of the Cold War in the post World War II era.

· Explain the U.S. foreign policy of containment and describe the various programs aimed at achieving containment.
· Identify and explain the significant conflicts between the United States and the Soviet Union during the Cold War.

· Explain the series of events that led to the start of the Korean War as well as the significant UN actions as the war progressed.

· Identify the significant political and military leaders involved with the Korean War and explain their relevance to the war in general.

· Evaluate the outcome of the Korean War in relation to the goals set forth under the U.S. containment policy.

· Analyze the political and social impact of the Red Scare on life in the United States during the 1950s.

· Describe the social and cultural aspects of the 1950s and how they affected life during the decade.

· Explain the series of events that led to the start of the Civil Rights movement in the U.S. during the 1950s.

· Identify the significant Civil Rights leaders and assess their contributions to the movement.

· Compare and contrast the Civil Rights tactics of Martin Luther King and Malcolm X and evaluate the successes and failures of each.

Unit XIII- JFK, Civil Rights, Vietnam War, Nixon/Watergate
· Explain the ways in which the presidential election of 1960 was historic.

· Describe the Kennedy administration’s domestic and foreign initiatives and analyze their impact on the future of the U.S.

· Explain the series of events leading up to the Bay of Pigs incident and the Cuban Missile Crisis.

· Assess the theories that surround the assassination of President Kennedy.

· Identify and explain the Civil Rights legislation passed by the U.S. government during the Civil Rights movement.

· Evaluate the achievements of the Civil Rights Movement and assess civil rights that have taken place in recent decades.

· Explain the series of events that led to U.S. military involvement in Vietnam.

· Identify the significant political and military individuals in the Vietnam Era and explain their contributions to the conflict.

· Assess the achievements and failures of U.S. political and military actions in Vietnam.

· Describe the social climate and reaction to the Vietnam War at home.

· Analyze why the war in Vietnam was different from other foreign wars in which the U.S. would be involved in.

· Explain the foreign relations accomplishments of the Nixon Administration and assess their impact on Cold War tensions.

· Explain the series of events that led to the Watergate scandal.

· Identify the significant people involved with the Watergate scandal and describe their roles and connection to the scandal.

· Describe how the Watergate scandal would lead to the resignation of President Nixon.

· Assess how the relationship between the president and the media/public has changed after Vietnam and the Watergate.

Unit XIV- 70s Reform Movements, Troubles in the Middle East, Ford – G.W. Bush Administrations, Gulf Wars, Terrorism
· Understand the underlying factors that led to the environmental and women’s movements of the 1970s.

· Identify and explain the significant government programs and policies of the environmental and women’s movements of the 1970s.

· Describe the domestic and foreign accomplishments of the Ford and Carter administrations in the 1970s.

· Explain the significant Middle Eastern conflicts during the 70s & 80s and how the Carter/Reagan administrations handled them.

· Evaluate the significant political, economic, and military programs and policies of the Reagan administration during the 1980s.

· Explain the series of events that led to U.S. military involvement in the Persian Gulf in the early 1990s.

· Assess the accomplishments and tribulations of the Clinton administration during the 1990s.

· Explain why the 2000 Presidential election was both historic and controversial.

· Analyze the changes and challenges faced by the American people and government after 9/11 and in the age of terrorism.

Course Texts and Supplemental Readings
Cohen, Lizabeth, Kennedy, David M.  The American Pageant:  16th Edition.  Boston:  Cengage Learning., 2016.

Dollar, Charles M., Reichard, Gary W.  American Issues.  New York:  Glencoe McGraw-Hill, 2002.

Oates, Stephen B., Errico, Charles J.  Portrait of America Vol. I & II.  

Zinn, Howard.  A People’s History of the United States.  New York:  Harper Perennial, 2005.

Hoffman, Elizabeth C., Gjerde, Jon.  Major Problems in U.S. History Vol. I & II.  Boston:  

Houghton-Mifflin Co., 2002.

Dudley, William, Leon Bruno.  Opposing Viewpoints Vol. I & II.  San Diego:  Greenhaven Press, 1996.

Eyewitnesses and Others Vol. I & II.  Austin:  Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc., 1991.

Additional Reading Requirements
The Greatest Generation (Brokaw), 1776 (McCullough), Killer Angels (Shaara), The Jungle (Sinclair), The Grapes of Wrath (Steinbeck)
The AP U.S. History Examination
In May of each year the students will have the opportunity to take the national AP U.S. History Examination administered by the College Board.  The test consists of multiple choice, short answer, free response, and document based questions and is scored on a five point system.  A score of 3 or higher on this examination will allow the student to receive college credit for an introductory U.S. History course at most universities throughout the country.  However, each university will have its own guidelines for earning credit through the AP examinations.  Beyond scores on the AP test, an equally important purpose of this course is to prepare students to develop proficient college level reading, writing, and study skills.
Attendance/Participation:

1.) You are expected to be in class and on time daily.  More than 2 truancies/term will result in a loss of credit for that term.  After your 3rd tardy you will lose 5 points/tardy off of your test points at the end of the term.
2.) There will be no credit given on an assignment, test, or activity for any truancy.
Make-up Work:
1.) You will be expected to make arrangements to make up any missed tests or assignments the day you return from your absence.   Failure to do so will result in no credit for that test or assignment.
2.) Late assignments will not be accepted.  This class is a college-level course and all students are expected to be prepared each day with assigned materials completed in full.
General Rules/Expectations:

1.) Food, pop, candy, headphones, cell phones, ipods, and other hand-held electronic devices are not allowed in class unless approved by the teacher.  Violators will have these items confiscated.

2.) Students will not be dismissed until the classroom is neat and orderly.  Remain by your desk until I dismiss you.  DO NOT HANG OUT BY THE DOOR!
Grading:
(1) Final grades will consist of tests (80% weight), assignments, written reflections, and projects (20% weight).
(2) Each student will be required to read an assigned historical novel each term of the class (& over the summer), as well as complete follow up reflections, discussions, and assessments.

(3) Each student will be graded on a percentage basis using the guidelines below:
93 - 100%
A

80 – 82%
 B-

 68-69%

D+
90 – 92%
A-

78 – 79%
 C+

 63-67%

D
88 – 89 % 
B+

73 – 77%
 C

 60-62%

D-
83 – 87%
B

70 – 72%
 C-

   0-59%

F
· Cheating, copying, and other forms of inappropriate behavior are serious breeches of conduct and will result in a "0" for that test, assignment, or activity.

· Since this is a college-level course offered to 10th grade students, the grading will reflect the understanding and expectations of first year college students.  No extra credit will be allowed at any time.
Required Materials

A. Folder/Notebook

B. Three ring binder with paper (two would be a good idea)

C. Writing utensils (#2 pencils for tests)
D. Textbook- Needs to be covered!
· The condition of all books in this course is the responsibility of the student.  Any damage to any book beyond normal wear will be fined accordingly.  You will not receive a grade for this course until books are returned and/or fines are paid.

                           COURSE UNDERSTANDING & VIDEO NOTIFICATION

During this course we will be viewing some “R” and “PG-13” rated movies or movie clips that are considered to be appropriate and educational by our social studies department.  If there are any questions or concerns about this matter please feel free to contact me at any time.  An alternative assignment will be given if needed.  (Examples:  Glory, Far and Away, Saving Private Ryan, Band of Brothers, Memphis Belle, Pearl Harbor,  JFK, others)
Please sign below acknowledging you and your student have read and understand these guidelines.
____________________________________
             ____________________________________                        
     
 Student Signature

  

           Parent/Guardian Signature

Parent e-mail address: _________________________________________________________ (if available)
Parent e-mail address: _________________________________________________________ (if available)
                            COURSE UNDERSTANDING & VIDEO NOTIFICATION
During this course we will be viewing some “R” and “PG-13” rated movies or movie clips that are considered to be appropriate and educational by our social studies department.  If there are any questions or concerns about this matter please feel free to contact me at any time.  An alternative assignment will be given if needed.  (Examples:  Glory, Far and Away, Saving Private Ryan, Band of Brothers, Memphis Belle, Pearl Harbor,  JFK, others)
Please sign below acknowledging you and your student have read and understand these guidelines.
____________________________________
             ____________________________________                        
      
Student Signature

  

           Parent/Guardian Signature

Parent e-mail address: _________________________________________________________ (if available)
Parent e-mail address: _________________________________________________________ (if available)
